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Summary Report

 

The 3rd ELNET International Policy Conference (EIPC) was a major success. The EIPC is the 

most important and largest pro-Israel conference in Europe. The conference’s theme this 

year was “A New Era in Europe-Israel Relations.” Held in Paris between May 8-10, 2023, the 

conference brought together some 450 participants and 80 speakers considered some of the 

most influential policymakers and leading public opinion-makers from Europe, Israel, the US, 

Canada, and Arab countries to discuss and impact the shaping of Europe’s Middle East policy 

and Europe-Israel relations.  

Various sessions tackled policy areas ranging from new security challenges in Europe, the war 

in Ukraine and its aftermath, Israeli-Arab normalization, the Russian and Iranian threats, 

energy and food security, climate change, antisemitism and anti-Zionism. 

The conference was organized in cooperation with Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM), 

NGO Monitor, and Brainlab.  

Top European policymakers called for strengthening relations with Israel, increasing 

defense cooperation, and denounced antisemitism in all its forms. The discussions 

addressed critical issues facing Israel, Europe and the global Jewish community . The 

conference showcased how Israel can be a critical partner for Europe in the fields of defense, 

energy, food security, and technology. The discussions highlighted areas of cooperation 

between Europe and Israel, and in the post-COVID era, provided a unique occasion for 

decision-makers and opinion leaders to meet face-to-face in an intimate setting. 
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The three-day Conference began with an opening cocktail reception and was followed by two 

full days of plenary and breakout sessions, with a Gala Dinner on the second night fo r all 

participants, and two exclusive lunch briefings for high-level donors.  

Keynote speeches were given by prominent speakers, including French Minister of Economy 

and Finance Bruno Le Maire, President of Israel Isaac Herzog, Vice President of the European 

Parliament Nicola Beer, NATO Assistant Secretary 

General for Intelligence and Security David Cattler, 

Deputy Speaker of the Polish Senate Senator Michal 

Kamiński, Chair of the European Delegation for 

Relations with Israel MEP Antonio Lopez-Isturiz White, 

former Prime Minister of Israel Yair Lapid, Head of the 

“New Hope” party and former Israeli Minister of Justice 

MK Gideon Sa’ar, Senior Foreign Policy Advisor to the 

President of Israel Zvi Vapni, former Prime Minister of 

France Manuel Valls, former Israeli Ambassador to the 

U.S. Michael Oren, and Ambassador of France to Israel 

Eric Danon. For the full list of speakers, see here.  

In addition to the keynote speeches and remarks, the Conference included nine plenary 

sessions compiled of roundtables, panels, discussions, and fireside talks, and a total of 15 

breakout sessions. The topics of the breakout sessions addressed a threshold Iran, NATO 

expansion, the Abraham Accords and Europe, criticism vs. rejection of Israel, cybersecurity, 

NGOs and stopping incitement, constitutional controversies in Israel and Europe, terrorist 

threats, the U.S.-China contest, the war in Ukraine and humanitarian cooperation, the energy 

crisis in Europe, international law and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, climate change, and 

digital innovation in healthcare. For the full agenda see here.  

During the Gala Dinner the Voice of Conscience Award was granted to European Commission 

Coordinator on Combatting Antisemitism Katharina von Schnurbein for her dedicated work 

to combat antisemitism. It was presented to her by former French Prime Minister Manuel 

Valls. The award symbolized the Shofar, a Jewish artifact used for making public 

proclamations and calls to action on the individual and collective levels.   

As part of the conference, ELNET arranged a meeting at the French Senate for Members of 

Knesset speaking at the EIPC, including MKs Gideon Saar, Merav Ben Ari, Boaz Bismuth, Oded 
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Forer, and Tsega Melaku. The MKs met with Deputy Speaker of the French Senate Senator 

Roger Karoutchi, who also serves as the President of the France-Israel Friendship Group, as 

well as 15 other senators. 

During the conference, ELNET’s 2th Israel Survey was presented. The survey was shared with  

European parliamentarians, gathering their perspectives on Israel, the Middle East, and 

Jewish life in Europe. Over 380 parliamentarians participated from 17 European parliaments 

and the European Parliament. An overwhelming majority of the participating MPs consider 

their country’s relations with Israel as very good or rather good (66%). 77% call for greater 

cooperation with Israel, with the focus being on science and education, defense, and 

homeland security. In addition, European politicians think their countries should assume more  

responsibility within the framework of the Abraham Accords. Read more here. 

 

There was much discussion on the Abraham Accords, and the significant potential for Europe 

actively cooperating with Israel and Arab countries to seek solutions to common challenges 

and benefit from shared opportunities. A dedicated 

breakout session titled “Abraham Accords – Where 

is Europe” with speakers Kerstin Muller, Lord Stuart 

Polack, and Ambassador Haim Regev, moderated 

by Robert Greenway placed a spotlight on where 

and how Europe can be more actively involved. In 

addition, keynote speeches and sessions on energy, 

Iran, climate change, cybersecurity provided 

platform for discussions on where Europe can 

increase involvement in the Abraham Accords.  

 

 

Below is a collection of select comments made during the EIPC:  
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The topic of Iran was one of the central strategic challenges discussed during the conference. 

The first breakout session of the conference was dedicated to a discussion on “What Strategy 

for a Threshold Iran?” with speakers Senior Research Fellow at the Foundation for Strategic 

Research, Benjamin Hautecouverture; General Staff Project Manager, Operations Division and 

former Commanding Officer of the Gaza Division, Israel Defense Forces (IDF), Brig. Gen. 

Nimrod Aloni; President and Founder, Emirates Policy Center, Dr. Ebtesam al-Ketbi; and 

moderated by Senior Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Behnam Ben 

Taleblu. Additionally, Iran was discussed in depth during panels and discussions related to the 

dangerous deepening of the Russia-Iran alliance, as well as the newly reinstated diplomatic 

relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia brokered by China, and the ensuing security concerns 

for Europe and for the Middle East region.  

Notably, at the time the conference was 

underway in Paris, Israel faced a relentless 

barrage of nearly 1,500 rockets launched 

by the Iranian-backed Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad terrorist organization from Gaza. In 

response, Israel launched Operation 

“Shield and Arrow.” Amidst this 

operation, the IDF retweeted an image of 

Big. Gen. Nimrod Aloni speaking on the 

EIPC panel on Iran, underscoring the 

utmost significance of European-Israeli 

engagement regarding Iran. This tweet 

generated an impressive number of over 

40,000 engagements. 

 

Below is a collection of select comments made during the EIPC:  
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The prolonged war in Ukraine has had a profound 

impact across the European continent, significantly 

influencing European defense strategies. Moreover, 

within NATO, it has sparked a reevaluation of 

collective defense measures and the imperative for 

heightened cooperation among member states. 

European countries determined to bolster their 

defense capabilities have taken substantial 

measures to increase their defense budgets and 

invest in upgrading their defense systems. 

Recognizing Israel's possession of cutting-edge 

technologies and advanced defense systems, it is ideally positioned to offer invaluable 

opportunities for collaboration and mutual benefit to address European strategic needs, some 

of which has already been seen. The energy crisis that Europe now grapples with has opened 

the door to new partnerships with Israel and Arab countries, while Israeli leading expertise in 

crisis management and war trauma have contributed to fortifying community resilience. 

These subjects were extensively discussed at the EIPC. Both full days opened with a plenary 

session addressing Europe’s new defense reality. The first, titled “The Ukraine War and its 

Aftermath, What Security Architecture for Europe?” heard from speakers NATO Assistant 

Secretary General for Intelligence and Security, David Cattler; Retired U.S. Marine Corps four -

star general and former commander of the NATO International Security Assistance Force, 

General John Allen; and moderator Chairman of ELNET’s Forum of Strategic Dialogue and 

former Head of Israel's Military Intelligence, Maj. Gen. (ret.) Amos Yadlin. The second, titled 

“New European Security Challenges: Israel as a Key Partner”  heard from Chair of Foreign 

Affairs Committee of Latvia, MP Rihards Kols; Maj. Gen. Amos Yadlin; and moderator Director 

of ELNET’s Forum of Strategic Dialogue, Pascaline Wagemans.  

Several breakout sessions also analyzed the ramifications of the war in Ukraine from different 

angles, including: “From Brain-dead to No-brainer: NATO Revival and Expansion,” “Israel, 

Europe, and the War in Ukraine: Geopolitical Dilemmas and Humanitarian Cooperation ,” 

and “How can New Middle East Partnerships Help Europe Face its Energy Crisis and Security 

Supply Chains?”  Below is a collection of select comments made during the EIPC:  
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Discussing how to ensure the security of Jewish communities in Europe and beyond, European 

and Israeli policymakers addressed the growing threats of extremism, antisemitism, and the 

delegitimization of Israel. The first full day of the conference featured two plenary sessions on 

this subject. The first, titled “Israel’s Legitimacy: Under 

Assault in the International Arena” heard from Vice-

President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews , 

Edwin Shuker; Member of Knesset and former 

Permanent Representative of Israel to the UN, Danny 

Danon; former French Ambassador for human rights, 

Ambassador François Zimeray, and moderated by 

Catherine Perez-Shakdam. The second, titled “The 

IHRA Definition: Still a Long Way to Go” heard from 

Max Webb Senior Rabbi of Sinai Temple, Rabbi David 

Wolpe; Federal Government Commissioner for Jewish 
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Life in Germany and the Fight against Anti-Semitism, Dr. Felix Klein; European Commission 

Coordinator on Combatting Antisemitism, Katharina von Schnurbein; UK Special Envoy for 

Post-Holocaust Issues and Co-Chair of the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, The Rt Hon 

Lord Eric Pickles; Chairman of Yad Vashem, Ambassador Dani Dayan, and moderated by 

ELNET-UK CEO Rt Hon Joan Ryan.  

In addition, several breakout sessions analyzed 

these subjects, including: “The Dividing Line 

Between Criticism and Rejection of Israel,” “NGOs 

and Education: How to Stop Hatred and 

Incitement,” and “International Law & The Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict: Exposing Double Standards.”  

As noted above, at the Gala Dinner of the second 

day of the conference, The Voice of Conscience 

Award was granted to European Commission 

Coordinator on Combatting Antisemitism, 

Katharina von Schnurbein for her deep 

commitment to combating antisemitism in Europe.  

Below is a collection of select comments made during the EIPC:  
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Conference publicity and media coverage: 

The conference received wide media attention, with over 25 articles featured in news outlets 

across Europe and Israel. Coverage of the conference as well as the Israel Survey presented 

at the conference appeared in English, French, Hebrew, German, Lithuanian, Italian and  

Norwegian languages.   

Leading media outlets have echoed the success of the conference and interviewed its 

speakers. France’s three top weekly magazines published interviews with speakers  invited 

to the EIPC: L’Express quoted General John Allen, Retired U.S. Marine Corps Four-Star General 

and former commander of the NATO International Security Assistance Force and U.S. Forces 

in Afghanistan, on the war in Ukraine; L’Obs published a long interview with MK Gideon Sa’ar , 

Head of the ‘New Hope’ party and former Minister of Justice; and Le Point referred in length 

to Major General (ret.) Amos Yadlin, Chair of ELNET’s Forum of Strategic Dialogue, on Iran’s 

nuclear program. In addition, Le Figaro published an interview with Dr. Sarah Fainberg, Head 

of Great Powers Research Program, ELROM Center for Air and Space Studies in Tel Aviv 

University, and new member of the ELNET-Israel Board, on the Russia-Iran relationship; and 
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The Jerusalem Post featured the EIPC while quoting at length MP Rihards Kols, Chairperson 

of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Latvian Parliament. 

An extensive social media campaign prior to the conference featured flyers with confirmed 

speakers and topics, as well as videos. During the week of the conference there was a 

significant influx in social media engagement. On Twitter alone, a total of 70 original tweets  

were posted on the ELNET global and Hebrew channels, generating 85,000 engagements and 

many new followers. On LinkedIn, Facebook, and Instagram an additional 80 original posts 

and videos were shared, generating further engagements and followings across all platforms. 

All ELNET affiliate offices and their CEOs also shared extensively throughout the EIPC in their 

local languages. Additionally, prominent participants and policymakers with large followings 

posted about their participation in the EIPC on their social media platforms. All this 

significantly boosted ELNET’s exposure and strengthened its reputation as the leading pro-

Israel organization in Europe.  

An entire YouTube Playlist with all highlights videos, keynote speeches, as well as select 

plenary sessions and breakout sessions was shared online, and is available here. The global 

ELNET website reconfigured a designated page dedicated to ELNET’s Policy Conferences with 

a large section focused on the 3rd EIPC, including videos and other publications, which can be 

visited here.  

 

Impact: 

The conference led to considerable impact, including new collaborations and initiatives 

among participants and with ELNET, some of which have already begun to be put into action.  

Following the EIPC a survey was shared with 

participants. The results of the survey showed very 

high satisfaction rates, with a score of more than 4.5 

out of 5 on various aspects of the conference 

(selection of topics, quality of debates and 

presentations, organization, logistics, and overall 

impression). All of the breakout and plenary sessions 

received a score of more than 4 out of 5.  
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